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DALE FARM HOMELESS APPLICATIONS 


Dear 

At our meeting with Council Leader Mr Malcolm Buckley and Chief Executive Mr 
Bala Mahendran on 23 April last, it was agreed that follow up meetings should be 
held to discuss the various issues of concern to the Dale Farm community. 

A major issue that was listed by Mr James Doubleday, regional director of the 
Commission for Equality and Human Rights, was that of homelessness arising 
from the planned direct action operation to evict everyone from the 52 
unauthorized yards (plots) and destroy or remove their homes, together with the 
Saint Christopher's Community Centre and Chapel. 

A total of 132 chalets, mobile-homes and residential caravans were counted by 
the BDC in January 2008. 

With this letter, we are sending you 45 preliminary housing applications, as 
provided on the BDC website to help those wishing to receive advice together with 
the full homeless application forms. We note that a response is promised 
within 5 days. 

This brings to a total of 136 such forms that have been returned to the Council, 
the earlier forms were filled in and posted between 26 January and 2 February 
this year. No response to those 91 forms has yet been received. 

Please note that the completion of these forms has required a considerable 
amount of help from volunteers, including members of Our Lady of Good Counsel 
and Life Church in Wickford. A further failure to reply would not be in the spirit of 
co-operation called for an engendered by the senior level meeting on 23 April at 
OurLady of Good Counsel parish hall. 

We would also remind you that from this point on the endeavours to reach an 
agreement between the Dale Farm community and BDC, which would avoid the 
necessity of a full-scale eviction operation, are being monitored by the UN 
Advisory Group on Forced Evictions (members, including chair Mr Yves Cabannes 
attended the 23 April meeting), and by the Centre on Housing Rights 
and Evictions (Geneva), as well as the CEHR and EREC. 


Contact the web site 


decision to evict 86 travellers from the site, is due to be revealed next month. 
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1 have sympathy with the Travellers if they are genuinely trying to find a permanent 
place to live and are willing to integrate into the local community and show respect for 
the environment and fellow residents. However, I think it is disingenuous of them to 
daim fears of heavy handed treatment when they themselves are unwilling to comply 
with a legal eviction order. We are all entitled to our human rights and equal treatment 
under the law, so why not make a dignified exit and continue their case from a less 
provocative setting. This does not affect their legal rights and they are likely to receive 
a more sympathetic reception from all concerned, 

Ed, Wickford 


At the end of the day their camp is illegal & they shouldn't be there. Their camp is built 
on green belt, all law abiding non travellers cannot build on green belt so why should 
they be able to? As it is illegal, they should have been evicted along time ago. Their 
constant appeals are an attempt to stall for more time & the sooner the council get 
thsi over & done with, the council realise this & evict them, the better. Why waste 
more money on video cameras? If they get hurt, so be it, they are there illegally 
anyway , so it's their fautt surely?? 

A.N Other, Essex 
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